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Therapeutic Use Exemption (TUE)
Explanation

WOVD are working closely with WADA towards a vision of a world where all athletes compete in a doping-free sporting environment. 

Athletes may have illnesses or conditions that require them to take particular medications. If the medication an athlete is required to take to treat an illness or condition happens to fall under the World Anti-Doping Agency’s (WADA) Prohibited List, a Therapeutic Use Exemption (TUE) may give that athlete the authorization to take the needed medicine. The current TUE is available on the WOVD website’s Anti-Doping section for download. In such cases the TUE Form must be fully completed and submitted to the Chair of the WOVD Anti-Doping Committee, Dr Jun Ming Zhang (jmzhang888@yahoo.co.uk) along with the relevant medical evidence.
It is WOVD’s aim to ensure that the process of granting TUEs is harmonized and efficient.

The following WOVD criteria apply regarding the granting of a TUE

A TUE will be granted only in strict accordance with the following criteria: 

a. The Athlete would experience a significant impairment to health if the Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method were to be withheld in the course of treating an acute or chronic medical condition. 

b. The Therapeutic Use of the Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method would produce no additional enhancement of performance other than that which might be anticipated by a return to a state of normal health following the treatment of a legitimate medical condition. The Use of any Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method to increase “low-normal” levels of any endogenous hormone is not considered an acceptable Therapeutic intervention. 

c. There is no reasonable Therapeutic alternative to the Use of the otherwise Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method. 

d. The necessity for the Use of the otherwise Prohibited Substance or Prohibited Method cannot be a consequence, wholly or in part, of the prior Use, without a TUE, of a substance or method which was prohibited at the time of Use. 

For further information please contact either

· National Anti-doping Officer 

· WOVD Competition Anti-Doping Officer – where appointed
· WOVD Anti-Doping Committee Chairperson (jmzhang888@yahoo.co.uk)
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